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National Socialism became still more marked when it was
heard that now Hitler was even going to make an attempt to
overthrow Hindenburg, the President of the Reich. In all
the National Socialist circles violent attacks were made on
Hindenburg. Hitler himself was tactless enough to declare
publicly that he was young- enough to wait for the next
presidential election, which could hardly be said of Hinden-
burg.
If Herr von Papen had really been the important figure
he thought he was, he would have been able to save Germany
from National Socialism in those fateful days. He started
the good work in many ways. He succeeded, for instance,
in blocking the enormous subsidies which Hitler had received
from the industrialists of the Rhine and the Ruhr until the
election of the sist July. The coffers of the National
Socialist Party were emptying rapidly. On several occasions
the S.A. had no pay, and there were already isolated cases
of mutiny and discontent.
But it again became evident that Herr von Papen was no
true politician, but an adventurer and a prey to ambition.
For his struggle against Hitler was not actuated by any
desire to protect the German nation from an immense
danger. His reasons were purely personal: Hitler had set
himself against Papen. Four months later, when Papen
considered it possible that Hitler would again help him
to power (by that time Papen had been defeated), not
only did he enter into a new alliance with Hitler, but he
also reopened for the National Socialists the money-bags of
the industrialists.
At first, however, friction between Papen and Hitler
became more acute over an affair of some importance.
The Fiihrer was now awaiting his opportunity of defeating
Papen in parliament. The National Socialists had two
hundred and thirty seats and they could consequently
reckon for sure that a vote of no confidence in the Govern-
ment wotild be supported by the Communists and defeat the
Government,